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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2016-0362
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: May 24, 2016


Committee(s) of Reference: F, RCDPHS
Date of Analysis: May 23, 2016
Type of Action: Appropriation
Bill Summary: This bill appropriates $353,164.00 from U.S. Department of Homeland Security to Environmental Quality Division (EQD) to allow EQD to conduct air monitoring studies within Duval County.
Background Information: Environmental Quality Division administers and monitors the City of Jacksonville's air and water resource management activities, with particular emphasis on pollution control issues. It also enforces laws related to environmental quality issues. 
The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards (OAQPS) is responsible for setting standards, also known as National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS), for pollutants which are considered harmful to people and the environment. OAQPS monitors for criteria pollutants through programs such as the Ambient Air Monitoring Program that collect air quality samples to judge attainment of ambient air quality standards, to prevent or alleviate air pollution emergencies, to observe pollution trends throughout regions, and to evaluate the effects of urban, land-use, and transportation planning relating to air pollution.
The appropriation covers the expense of two full-time civil service employees (Environmental Scientist Supervisor and Environmental Specialist) assigned to perform various air pollution monitoring test within Duval County. Both positions are required to be reauthorized for the grant period July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017. 
The total budget is comprised on $307,467 from FY2016 funds and $45,694 from previously obligated funds.
Policy Impact Area: Neighborhoods Department/Environmental Quality Division
Fiscal Impact: The appropriation of $353.164.00 as initiated by B.T. 16-077.
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